


was an active member in the Methodist Church and the 
Masonic Lodge. He was a stem, but kind and caring parent. 
His world was Bandera and he was not comfortable away 
from there. Mary was someone to be consulted whether 
there was an illness, a new baby to be cared for, or in time 
of family distress. She often went to the homes of new 
mothers helping to give a new baby its first bath and showing 
the mother how to care for the newborn. When necessary, 
she delivered babies. She was considered a woman with 
good sense about health matters. In addition she was also 
artistic. She had a good eye for aesthetics and in her youth 
painted some. She loved music and the classical music 
programs on the radio in the 1930's gave her a great deal 
of pleasure. She was a good cook with some imagination 
and a lighter touch than most of her neighbors. She was 
active in the Order of the Eastern Star and even represented 
her chapter in state meetings. Together Frank and Mary 
had eight children: Cohen Hay (1900-1977), Olin (1904-
1904), Lora (1905-1967), Leotta (1908-1914), Othell 
(1911-2002) Eldon (1915), Wrrth (1918-1939), and Lera 
(1923-1923). In addition, they helped to raise many children 
other than their own. 

THE REORGANIZED CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS HAD ITS BEGINNING IN 
BANDERA COUNTY IN 1854 when Elder Lyman Wight 
(1796-1858) arrived with his group of colonists. The 
Colony consisted of educated settlers who were doctors, 
teachers, millers, blacksmiths and skilled furniture craftsmen. 
Vrrgine Minear Hay (1844-1941), Mary's mother, was one 
of the children born in the Colony and grew to womanhood 
to become the wife of George Hay (1836-1925), also a 
Colony member. She was a devout member of the faith of 
her predecessors, and in later years, after she was widowed, 
she wanted to have a house of worship built for the faithful 
members in Bandera, Medina and Pipe Creek. In 1930, 
Grandma Hay, as she was affectionately known, her 
daughter, Mary Hay Langford and son-in-law, Frank 
Langford, donated the land and money to build the 
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day 
Saints on the northeast comer of Fourteenth and 
Hackberry Streets. The Church's Sunday School classes 
were held in Frank and Mary's parlor. Today, in 2002, the 
Church continues to have Sunday services. 

BANDERA, TEXAS IS ITS OWN PROUD CAPITAL 
OF BANDERA COUNTY. It is located on the banks of the 
Medina River. Among the first to come to the area were 
AM. Milstead, Thomas Odem, and P.D. Saner who, with 
their families, settled on the banks of the Medina in 1852 
to make cypress shingles. In the same year, 1852, John 
James (1819-1877), John Hunter Herndon (1813-1878), 
and Charles de Montel (1812-1882) formed an association 
(James, Herndon, Montel and Co.) in order to acquire 
about 15,000 acres of land. They settled and mapped 
Bandera as a town. They surveyed the town site and laid 
out the town of Bandera, surveying the land in varas, and 
plotting the lots in sizes of 30 x 60 varas. Wide streets were 
laid out. A public square of one block wide and two blocks 

(180 x 240 varas) was set apart. Now located on the public 
square is the imposing courthouse built in 1890. 

One of the first arrivals of settlers to Bandera was on 
March 1, 1854 when Elder Lyman Wight and his colony of 
Latter Day Saints, consisting of about 250 men, women 
and children, arrived at the newly established town of 
Bandera. Other settlers, attracted by opportunities of food, 
housing and a source of income, came to Bandera. In 
February 1855, sixteen Polish families arrived in Bandera 
to work in the James and de Montel sawmill. In August of 
the same year, August Klappenbach opened the first store 
and post office. On January 25, 1856, the legislature 
marked off Bandera Country from portions of Bexar 
County. The new county was formally organized on March 10, 
1856. James, Herndon - Montel and Co. provided provisions, 
a lot for a cabin and employment for the new settlers. 

ALEXANDER (1808-1846) AND JANET "JESSIE" 
BALLENTINE (1813-1887) HAY WERE THE FIRST 
FAMILY IN SCOTLAND TO BE BAPTIZED CONVERTS 
TO THE -LATTER DAY SAINTS FAITH. The Hay family 
emigrated to the United States in search of religious freedom. 
They sailed to the United States aboard the ship Tyrean, 
landed at New Orleans, poled flatbed boats up the 
Mississippi River to St. Louis, Missouri. Alexander and 
two small sons died in St. Louis. Jessie, with sons George 
(1836-1925), Alexander (1845-1894) and daughter 
Jennett (1836-1863) joined up with the Lyman Wight 
Colony in St. Louis and traveled south to Bandera. Jessie 
Hay was the first woman to receive real property (Sept 18, 
1856) from the James, Hemdon-Montel Co. in Bandera 
County. Her home still stands, though remodeled many 
times (1106 Cypress Street). The house served as a hotel, 
boarding house, store, school, courthouse, and post office. 

GEORGE HAY MARRIED A FELLOW COLONY 
:MEMBER, AMANDA MINEAR (1838-1858). To this 
union were born two children. After Amanda's early death, 
George married Amanda's sister, Vrrgine. They had ten 
children of which Mary Emma Hay was the sixth. George 
Hay served Bandera County in Ballentyne's Minute Men 
Ranger Company, and later, the Frontier Battalion during 
the Civil War. He was a· deputy and a County Clerk, 
County Treasurer and Justice of the Peace. He served on 
the first school board to build a substantial public school 
building. George Hay was in the mercantile business with 
William J. Davenport and later, Charles Schmidtke. They 
expanded to run a grist mill and a cotton gin, both of which 
washed away in the 1900 flood. George Hay and H.H. 
Carmichael then built a mercantile business with a saloon 
attached. The veranda was a popular meeting place in 
Bandera. After financial reverses, the George Hay family 
moved to Hondo where they emerged in the confectionery 
business for about 10 years. They returned to Bandera in 
about 1908 for the remainder of their years. 

ISAAC BERRY LANGFORD, AFFECTIONATELY 
KNOWN AS "UNCLE BERRY," WAS msT A BOY OF 
13 YEARS OLD WHEN HE CAME TO BANDERA 
WITH HIS FAMILY FROM BURNET COUNTY IN 
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